COUNTRY PROFILES WESTERN PACIFIC REGION

SOLOMON ISLANDS

Recorded adult per capita consumption (age 15+)
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Data from the Customs Department and from a local manufacturer show that the per capita consumption of pure
acohol among those 15 years and older in 1994 was 0.7 litres. This level is far below that of many other South
Pacific nations reflecting, in part, the fact that some 90% of the Solomon Island’s population live in rural
villages where they have only limited involvement in the cash economy. It also reflects the concentration of
liquor outlets in the capital, Honiara, and the main provincia centres. Locally produced beer accounted for
some 80%lof the total absolute alcohol consumed in 1994 with imported beer accounting for 17% and imported
spirits 3%.

Traditional alcoholic beverages
It is generally believed that the unlawful production of acoholic beverages (home brew, toddy and kaleve) is

not uncommon.

Morbidity, health and social problems from alcohol use
In 1992, 54% of reported criminal offences were alcohol-related.?

Country background information

Total population 2003 477 000 L ife expectancy at birth (2002) Mae 63.6

Adult (15+) 276 660 Femae |67.4

% under 15 42 Probability of dying under age 5 per 1000 (2002) Male 86

Population distribution 2001 (%) Female 75

Urban 20 Gross National Income per capita 2002 Uss 570

Rural 80

Sources. Population and Statistics Division of the United Nations Secretariat, World Bank World Development Indicators database, The
World Health Report 2004
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